English 11

Scott Brown

Office Hours: before school, after school, 2nd hour, 5th hour, and by appointment.

Website: mrbrownenglish.weebly.com
Contacts:  (the fastest response will usually come via email)

Email: scott_brown@nicolet.k12.wi.us 





Phone: 414-351-8286
Classroom: D117



English Office: D126

“I learned this, at least, by my experiment; that if one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours."

-Henry David Thoreau
Course Description

English 11 is a junior level, college prep course that focuses on the study of American literature.  Students will survey American literature from the conception of the nation to modern times.  In the process, students will examine and analyze a variety of poems, essays, short stories, novels, and nonfiction representative of America’s rich diversity and literary periods.  In addition, students will complete a culminating research essay in their second semester on a topic relevant to American Studies.  

Interspersed throughout the year, students will study grammar, vocabulary, and composition.  Beyond the research essay, students will write both analytically and persuasively, using the writing process to continually improve their work. 

Tentative Units:

Semester 1:






Semester 2:

1. Early American Literature




1.  Modernism-Gatsby and Wright

2. Romanticism






2.  Research

3. American Poets






3.  Catcher in the Rye
4. Realism/Naturalism





4.  The Crucible
Required Materials (BRING EVERY DAY!):

1. #2 pencils and pens (blue or black ink ONLY)







2. a RED pen










3. a highlighter










4. a binder/folder (with three labeled dividers—current unit, previous units, and composition/grammar).  The binder should be organized and in chronological order, and can be collected at any time.

5. college lined notebook just for this class








6. in-class readings (textbooks, novels, handouts, etc.)

Grading Scale:

97-100

A+

77-79

C+

93-96

A

73-76

C

90-92

A-

70-72

C-

87-89

B+

67-69

D+

83-86

B

63-66

D

80-82

B-

60-62

D-

It is vital that you complete all daily work, homework, and summative assessments on time, as well as actively participate in classroom discussion.  In doing so, you will be better prepared to intelligently analyze and critique textual materials; in addition, you will learn more.  

Assignments throughout the year are not weighted but are based on the total points earned at the end of the semester.  Generally, summative assignments (including compositions, tests, and presentations) average out to be around 50-60 percent, formative assignments (including quizzes and daily homework) 30-40 percent, and participation 10 percent of the student’s total points grade. The entire semester grade, the grade that shows on the student’s transcript, is calculated as follows: 80 percent of the grade is earned through the entire semester (total points) and 20 percent of the grade is earned for the final semester assessment. Quarter grades are only a snapshot in time, and the grade earned at quarter time continues in to the second quarter, with all assignments cumulative for the entire semester.  Finally, students also complete a significant research essay, usually during the third quarter.  If summative assignments are not completed, it is very difficult to pass.  Please discuss any concerns or problems well ahead of due dates for major projects, writing, tests, etc.  Extenuating circumstances may be considered on an individual basis.  For major essays, students may have the opportunity to redo their work if it was turned in on time and students put forth their best effort.  Writing is meant to be a process that is never fully complete.  

Late Work: Daily homework will be accepted one day late, though at only half credit; after that, please discuss late work with Mr. Brown.  After that, decisions to accept late work will be worked out on an individual basis, and acceptance of late work is rarely offered; be responsible.  Summative assessments will lose a letter grade each day they are late.  Please work with me to get major projects in on time.
Makeup Work:  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check with me to obtain your missing work.  You will have two days for each day you are absent to make up work.   

Expectations:

Classroom Rules:

Respect: please offer respect to yourself, your peers, and the teacher.  Respect means not interrupting other classmates or the teacher, raising your hand to speak, being prepared for learning, and being kind and considerate to all, to name only a few circumstances in which the concept applies.  You will be given one warning if problems arise in class; subsequent disruptions will result in a short detention.  Progressive consequences will occur if you continue to cause disruptions.  

Classroom Procedures:

1. You are tardy if you are not seated when the bell rings.  Be in your seat and ready to work immediately.

2. No hats, hoods, or coat; please dress appropriately and respectfully.

3. Only water in the classroom.  No food or non-H20 liquids.

4. No musical devices.

5. No cell phones.

6. Come with all materials daily when the bell rings, including printed assignments.  

7. Use the bathroom during passing time.  Only emergencies demand dismissal.

8. See me if you missed material while absent.  I will not hunt you down.  This is your responsibility.  If a long absence is coming up, be sure to get work beforehand.

9. Do not plagiarize or cheat.  Severe disciplinary action will take place if this is discovered.

10. You must organize your folder into three sections.  You can also use a binder with tabs if that is easier (recommended).  Your organization will be graded from time to time.

11. You are graded daily on participation.  This includes the following: small assignments, in-class discussion, good behavior, strong organization, no missing materials, and no disruptions.

Enjoy the year…and don’t hesitate to ask questions.  I am here to make sure you are successful, and hopefully, devise enjoyable learning experiences along the way.  Be an advocate for yourself by asking for help—ANYTIME!


I have read and fully understand Mr. Brown’s syllabus and expectations.

Please print all names

Student:






Parent/Guardian:








Date:







